
 
Raleigh Society Thailand Foundation 

 
Project Sawadee Similan 1 Up Date  

Similan Marine National Park, Phuket Thailand 
 

Proposed Date – 18th (Saturday)  to 23rd (Thursday) Nov 2006 
 
Introduction  
Tachai Island is an island located 25 miles north-east of the Similan islands marine National 
Park is not open to general public until mid 2006. Therefore it is in its natural state and is one 
of the best preserve island of the Similan national park. Since mid 2006 it is open to public 
on a limited basis. There is about 7-8 dive points around the island. 
 
Tachai Reef is a round reef located at the south of the island, the reef is surrounded by big 
boulders and big fans where you start the dive enjoying the site of big barrel sponges and 
encounters with leopard sharks and rays lying on the sand. The top of the reef is all hard and 
soft corals of incredible variety. The encounters with manta rays and whale, leopard sharks 
plus turtles are good possibility and if you are lucky dolphins on the eastern shores of the 
island. 
 
Water depth is from 3m to 40 m, but mostly 20m. White sandy beach, crystal clear beach. 
November is the early part of the 2006-7 diving season. 

 
Objectives 
Support National Park to up grade Visitors facilities for Tachai Island in preparation for full 
opening. 
 

·  Re-population of Clown fish and Sea horses (release into coral clusters) 
·  Check and repair mooring buoys 
·  Reef check and fish check 
·  Clean up area 
·  Mark trail crossing over the island to sunset point 

 
Limitation  
Only scuba certified persons allowed to participate in project, non scuba person must be 
swimmers. Minimum – 7/8 Venturers 
 
Facilities 
Accommodation – Tents provided by National Park, can sleep 2 comfortably, sleeping mats 
and sleeping bag provided (see Pic) 



 
Toilets/ showers – clean modern fresh water showers and toilet facilities (see Pic) 
Washing – do your own at toilet / wash area 
Food – Cooking by ranger in NP ranger station kitchen, last dinner BBQ bonfire, Bring your 
own snacks. Electrical point available using generator power for recharging – lightsout at 10 
pm 
Night Dive –for safety reason no night dive, Compressor – Available for re-charging of 
scuba tanks. 
Diving Gear – The NP has some gear but conditions are not good can be use but if you have 
your own you bring it or borrow from some one. Worse case basis, we can rent it for you in 
Phuket. FYI the current market price are approx. Expect per day rates – min 700 baht plus for 
a full set. BCD – 200 Baht, Regulators – 200 baht, wet suit – 150 baht, fin mask – 200 baht, 
tanks 150 baht. (Guide line only) 
Emergency – Rangers are based there with VHF radio link to mainland, 1 inflatable boats 
and 1 hard shell boat with outboard motors. The island is out of GSM mobile phone coverage 
Medical – First aid kit available – bring your own medicine and small First Aid Kit 
Transport out to Island – By NP speed boat – can accommodate 7-8 per boat comfortably 
but can squeeze max 10 per boat, 2 boats available. If we have 10 people plus gear we use 
one boat and if we have more than 10 we need 2 boats. Distance to Mainland – 2 hours 20 
min to 30 min by speed boat (or 4 hours by slow ship) 
Pick Up at airport – a van sits 12 can be rented, National Park have pick up truck for 
luggage– therefore best if you can come in a group or arrive more or less the same time so 
that we can arrange one pick up or you can come to the pier by yourself from airport – 
approx 45 min drive from airport to pier. 
Govt Fee – Per entry into Similan National Park 400 per head per entry, 200 baht per day for 
diving. 
Air travel to Phuket  – by low cost island (Thai Air Asia, Tiger air, Phuket air etc – book on 
line), not included in cost listed below. Insurance – Please arrange your own. 
 
What to bring 
Diving gear (as much as possible), Toilet gear (toilet paper, soap, tooth brush, detergent etc), 
Change of clothing, (swimming clothes, shorts, T shirts and waterproof sandals essentials), 
Torch/flash light, sun glasses, sun block, own medicine/first aid, camera, water proof bags. 
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Cost (Baht)   –  (Please note that everything has to be shipped to Ta Chai Island) 
Items 1 Speed boat –  

8 Venturers 
2 Speed Boat –  
18 Venturers 

Scuba Gear Rental (optional)  Est. 700 full set a day Est. 700 full set a day 
Food + water (per person) 3440  3440 
Fuel (Inflatables & speed boats) 
(to be split among venturers) 

47000 95000 

Govt Fee (per person) 1200 1200 
Sleeping (per tent for 2 persons) 2925 2925 
Tip (to be split among venturers) 5000 6000 
Fish/seahorse (to be split among venturers) 2700 4000 
Materials (to be split among venturers) 3500 5000 
Pick Up and Drop off at airport  
 

5000 
(one trip, one van, to be 
split among venturers) 

10000 
(one trip, two van, to be 
split among venturers) 

Total (est per person – baht) 14003 baht 
(Based on 8  

Venturers split, 2 per 
tent, using one speed 
boat, not including 
rental of gear, air 

travel) 

12770 baht 
(Based on 18  

Venturers split, 2 per 
tent, using two speed 
boats, not including 
rental of gear, air 

travel) 
 



 
Payment Method -  50% on booking and remaining 50% 2 week before project start 
Banking Details - Transfer to Raleigh Society Thailand Foundation 

Siam Commercial Bank PLC, Chitralada Palace Branch, 
Rajavithi, Dusit , Bangkok 10300, Thailand 

 
A/C: 067-2-10066-8�  Saving account, Swift Code: SICOTHBK 
 
Please notify us via email: ben.raleigh@yahoo.com or fax pay-in slip 
to +662 424 9553 

 
   (Pls. remember to incl banking fee) 

Cancellation – Return of money less banking charges and any expenses/purchases already 
spent. Late Cancellation 2 weeks before will be liable for no refund. �

Schedule - Programme details are subject to change. 

Remarks - All Prices are subject to sharing basis, minimum is 7/8 venturers 



 
�
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Toilet facilities 
 
Fresh water shower 
 
Washing area 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Robinson Crusoe” Desert Island 
 

Finest White Sand 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Local hill bound “chicken crab”  
 
Western shores of Island – Sunset view point 

Tent facilities – can stand up inside with mosquitoes nets 
 

Camping ground on the beach front – 5 m from beach 


